Statement from Desert Springs Hospital:

"Desert Springs Hospital deeply regrets this incident occurred and expresses its sympathy to the Tommasone family for their loss. Desert Springs Hospital has been a member of the Las Vegas Valley community for many years and patient safety has always been and always will be its priority.  This incident was an unfortunate accident that occurred through no negligence of the hospital or Dr. Navratil.  Unfortunately, fires in operative procedures do occur, on occasion, in hospitals throughout the country. Desert Springs took all appropriate steps in the preparation and performance of this procedure to prevent this occurrence. In fact, Desert Springs even exceeded certain recommendations and guidelines relative to preparatory materials. Despite all efforts by Desert Springs, this tragic event occurred.
This is the first time in Desert Springs’ history that a surgical fire has occurred.  Desert Springs Hospital has fully cooperated with state agencies in investigating this incident and has taken additional steps to ensure the community that an event like this does not happen again. Desert Springs took immediate action and all appropriate steps to extinguish the fire and care for Ms. Tommasone.

Since this matter is in active litigation Desert Springs Hospital cannot comment further but is confident that once all of the facts regarding the incident come to light it will be vindicated of wrongdoing. Again, Desert Springs Hospital deeply regrets this incident occurred and expresses its deepest sympathies to the Tommasone family for their loss.”
