"Clark County and its Department of Family Services are aware of the concerns raised by the attorneys of the Children's Attorney Project (CAP) for the quality and availability of children's mental health services in our community.  DFS was recently presented specific concerns surrounding the use of a diagnostic procedure known as a Brain SPECT that may be used by a local, private mental health facility.   

DFS is currently looking into whether this procedure may have been used by private medical facilities and physicians on children in DFS care. If so, the County will also be looking into the frequency and appropriateness of the of Brain SPECT procedure for any of these children. The County is seeking further directives from health and human services professionals with the State of Nevada as to the use of this diagnostic tool and guidelines for evaluating the potential risks that the procedure may present.   

The safety and well being of the children in the care of the Department is of the utmost concern for DFS.  Until this additional information is gathered, DFS has directed that no further Brain SPECT procedures will be permitted for children in our care."
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